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reading the phonic fetish disappeared. The teacher can
see to this part of the business with the help of the black-
board. And where irregularities in spelling make word
recognition by inspection difficult, the look-and-say
method should be unhesitatingly employed. There is.
no particular merit in getting the pupils to ' make out'
all the words as they go along in a language so irregular
as English, though they may reasonably be expected to-
recognize words of more regular spelling without prompt-
ing, and to remember irregular words on a second or
third reading of them.
From what has been said it will be rightly gathered
that no sharp distinction need be drawn as regards matter,
language and arrangement between the first and the
later books used £or intensive language teaching. The
essential features are, a selection of a suitable, useful and usable
vocabulary, a gradual increase in its extent a?id development
in usage and construction, and a sufficient continuity in
the passages and variety in the topics to provide interest to the-
pupil a?id all the vocabulary needed.
Vocabulary Revision
As regards the vocabulary, care should be taken to>
reiterate the old when introducing the new. This, of
course, is obviously inevitable, but the point is that in
each successive passage there should be a deliberate
bringing in again of common usages and idioms that the-
pupil may unconsciously revise them while they are
still fresh in his memory. Unless this is done delibe-
rately an expression may not repeat itself for so long
that it has lapsed from mind when it occurs again. A
well-written reader bears this principle in mind. * Revise-
while you still re?nember, not because you have forgotten,' is.
the maxim to go by.
Variety of Topic
As regards continuity and variety, the reader for inten-
sive study should never be a continuous reader\ that is, a
book on a single topic all through. What is required
is a series of short chapters or passages, covering a varied
range of useful matter, but each long enough to have an
interest of its own and to collect a small vocabulary-

